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WILLINGNESS TO PLAY & AN OPENNESS TO
LEARNING AND UNLEARNING
TAKE ACTION AFTER YOU LEAVE HERE, DON’T
LET THE WISDOM LIVE IN YOUR NOTES
UNDERSTAND INTENTION/UNDERSTAND
IMPACT
MOVE UP, MOVE BACK
OOPS/OUCH OR PURPLE FLAG

COMMUNITY NORMS



LET’S CHECK IN

TURN AND TALK: 
NAME, PRONOUN/S (optional),

Role at organization, AND
WHAT WaS YOUR FAVORITE

GAME/FORM OF PLAY AND WHY?



WHY DO YOU THINK PLAY WOULD BE
A GREAT TOOL TO USE IN YOUR
EFFORTS TO SUPPORT YOUNG

PEOPLE IN BECOMING AGENTS OF
CHANGE?

LET’S CHAT



THe Context for pLay

01 04

02 05

03

Backlash & Fatigue Collective Care &
Healing

Neuroscience of PlayPolarization & Mistrust

Creativity &
Problem-Solving

Why Play Is A Useful Tool



THe Context for pLay

01 04

02 05

03

Self-Reflection &

Identity Awareness Radical Trust

Restorative Justice

Measures
Trauma-Informed

Facilitation

Consent &
Psychological Safety

Exploring Your Personal Context

community norms06



THe Context for Justice

01 04

02

03

Power Over vs
Power With

Internalized Oppression

Starting With Self

Implicit Bias

Adultism/Ageism



Journal reflection

“Education either functions as an
instrument which is used to facilitate

integration of the younger
generation into the logic of the
present system and bring about

conformity or it becomes the
practice of freedom, the means by

which men and women deal critically
and creatively with reality and

discover how to participate in the
transformation of their world”

 -Paulo Freire

 what  does this quote mean

TO YOU?



Hearing From The Youth

WHAT WERE THE LEARNINGS? 

1 2 3



Hearing From The Youth

WHAT WERE THE LEARNINGS? 

1 2 3



WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN A SAFE SPACE AND A

BRAVE SPACE:

Group Reflection



Safe space: Focused on comfort and
agreement

Brave space: Allows discomfort, risk, and
repair in the service of learning and

connection



how do you define the word

“radical?

BUILDING RADICAL PLAY



DEFINING RADICAL PLAY

“RADICAL SIMPLY MEANS
GRASPING THINGS AT THE

ROOT”
-ANGELA DAVIS



LET’S PRACTICE

SAMPLE ACTIVITIES

B

(ACCESS)CAVENGER HUNT

BELONGING BINGO

D

THE GAME OF LIFEA

C THE PERFECT COMMUNITY



(AccesS)cavenger Hunt



(AccesS)cavenger Hunt

Book (15 points)
Pair of glasses (5 points)
Business card with a senior or executive title (25 points)
Coffee or tea cup (7 points)
State Id (25 points)
Credit Card (35 points)
Hair tie/Hair accessory (5 points)
A blue pen (5 points)
Reusable water bottle (10 points)
A face mask (5 points)
A key card from a hotel (25 points)

A piece of clothing with a work logo (15 points)
A laptop (35 points)

Photo of you on vacation (20 points)

A wrist watch (10 points)

Library card (7 points)
A piece of gum or mint (5 points)
Passport (30 points)

CONFERENCE EDITION

An email with someone
from the conference

(50 pts)

A 20 dollar bill (50 pts)Group members with the most
amount of approved check-list items
will be the winner of the game. Some

items may be worth more than
others. That will be shared upon

completion of the game.



DEBRIEF

-

- - - - -

- -

-

- -

What did these games teach you about
equity and/or justice?
How was play an effective tool in having
discussions about equity and justice?
How can using radical play support your
young people in becoming agents of
change?
What barriers do you anticipate with using
play in your change efforts?



Building Radical Play Handout



BUILDING RADICal play

01 04

02 05

03

Concepts/End Goal Process Method

ReflectionLevels

Medium of Play

Refer to Handout



ONE PERSON FROM THE GROUP WILL CHOOSE A

RANDOM GAME AND A CONCEPT FROM THE

FISHBOWL

YOUR GROUP WILL design an engaging

activity that helps young people explore

their assigned theme AND CONCEPT in a

meaningful way.

ACTIVITY: tkar fishbowl



The activity should be structured

to last five minutes

 each group will have the

opportunity to facilitate their

activity with the rest of the

participants.

ACTIVITY: tkar fishbowl



YOU ARE FACILITATING A LESSON ABOUT
PRIVILEGE AND THERE IS A YOUNG PERSON
THAT SAYS “I DON’T HAVE PRIVILEGE, MY
FAMILY WORKED HARD FOR WHAT WE HAVE.”

AS A FACILITATOR, HOW WOULD YOU
RESPOND?

ACTIVITY: LET’S PRACTICE



YOU ARE FACILITATING A SESSION AND
PEOPLE ARE TALKING ABOUT THEIR
COMMUNITIES. ONE STUDENTS SHARES
WHERE THEY LIVE, AND ANOTHER STUDENT
ASKS “IS IT DANGEROUS THERE?”

AS A FACILITATOR, HOW WOULD YOU
RESPOND?

ACTIVITY: LET’S PRACTICE



WHAT IS ONE THING YOU ARE

TAKING AWAY FROM THIS

SESSION?



Intro Rules Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Final Results

THANK YOU FOR
UNLEARNING
AND PLAYING!

KEEP IN TOUCH:
SIMONE@OAAARS.COM


